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Wholesale Prices in March 


- The following table shows the movement of wholesale prices in the last thirteen months in each of the eleven groups of commo- 
fities specified. It also shows the changes over the same period in prices of (a) industrial materials, classified according to stage 
f manufacture, and (b) building materials. All the commodities included in (a) and (b) are also included in their appropriate 
tommodity groups (V-XI). In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and resells it at a lower one 
{e.g. home-produced meat) the subsidised price is the one used for the index; where different prices are charged according to 
the use to which the article is put (e.g. in the case of sugar and flour) a weighted average of these is taken. 


Averages for the Year 1930 = 100 





1942 


1943 





Grou 
r Mar. | Apr. | May | June 


July 


Aug. 


Sept. " . | Dec. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. 





. Cereals ves wee, nae] 201-5 | 199-9| 203-0 | 194-8 
Mest, fish and eggs -| 116-0 | 116-0 0} 116-0 
Other food and tobacco. _...| 165-3 | 171-5| 176-7 | 175-9 


183°1 
116-0 
179-1 


175°9 
116-0 
173-9 


177-7 : 188-5 | 188-6 | 187-5 | 187-6 
116-0 x 120-6 | 121-8} 121-8 | 121-8 
170-4 : 171-8 | 172-1 | 173-1 | 173-4 





Total—Food and tobacco -«-| 157-9 | 159-8 “6 | 160-4 


158-7 


154-9 


1541 . 159-0 | 169-7} 159-8 | 160-0 





Coal bhi bie sds «+s| 162-8 | 162-8 8 | 162-8 
Iron and steel ... Ses «--| 182-2 | 182-7 *7 | 182-7 
Non-ferrous metals ae «+-| 126-4 | 125-4 4] 1260 
Cotton ... pte pan e--| 144-0 | 140-0 140-0 
Wool <i oe walk «--| 171-9 | 171-9 ‘9| 171-9 
Other textiles ... “i ««.| 127-0 | 127-0 127-2 
Chemicals and oils abe --| 1342 | 134-3 134-6 
Miscellaneous... ie «--| 170-5 | 171-3 *8| 170-6 


179-9 
182-7 
126-0 
140-0 
173-1 
129-6 
134-4 
171-1 


179-9 
182-7 
126-0 
140-0 
173-6 
128°2 
134-4 
171-9 


179-9 | 185-8} 185-8 | 185-8 
182-7 | 182-7} 182-7 | 182-7 
126-0 | 126-0| 126-0 ; 126-0 
140-0 | 141-7] 136-2 | 136-2 
174-3 | 174-3) 174-3 | 174-3 
131-6 | 131-4] 132-3 | 132-5 
142-1 | 142-7] 142-7 | 142°8 
173-0 \*174-7 | 176-0 | 176-1 





Total—Industrial materials : 
and manufactures... ---| 158-9 | 158-9 0} 158-9 


160-3 


160-4 


162-0 |*163°0| 162-9 | 163-0 





Torat—aAll articles ... ++-| 158-8 | 159-5 “5 | 1569°6 


160-0 


158-8 


161-3 |*162-1 | 162-1 | 162-2 





trial materials scene — 
o materials ae -+-| 168-3 | 168-6 *l | 167-9 

mediate products vee ex-| 167-9 | 168-0| 168-1 | 168-3 
nufactured articles... tee eee} 161-7 | 161-4 . 161-5 


167°8 
169-2 
161-9 


167-1 
169-2 
152-6 


169-9 |*171-5| 172-1 | 172-2 
171-2 | 171-2} 170-8 | 170°9 
153-7 | 164-2) 163-7 | 153-9 

















ling materials eee eee ---| 142-9 | 143-3 143-6 





144-7 








146-1 

















147-7 | 147-9 | 147-9 | 148-0 











* Revised figures. 


Wholesale prices in March, as measured by the Board of 
ade index number, showed a rise of 0-1 per cent. compared 
February, food prices and those of industrial materials and 
hufactures each rising hy this amount. The aggregate 
ases since the outbreak of war were: general index 65 per 
int., food prices 77 per cent. and industria! materials and 
anufactures 593 per cent. 


‘The re-grouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 

manufactures (except fuel) are classified according to the 

ge of completion reached by the products concerned, showed a 

increase of 0°1 per cent. compared with February for all 

® categories. Increases in comparison with August 1939 

: basic materials 82 per cent., intermediate products 64 

Mt cent. and manufactured articles 41} per cent. Prices of 

ling materials were 0-1 per cent. higher than in February, 
Mincrease since the outbreak of war being 42 per cent. 


Prick CHANGES IN CommopITy GRoUPS 


table in the adjoining column shows the number of items 
ed in each of the groups of commodities distinguished in 
ling the index number, and the percentage changes in each 


On comparing prices in March with those of a month anda . 


43 earlier, and with those of the last pre-war month. 





Group 


Percentage change 
compared with 





| Feb. Mar. Aug. 
1943 | 1942 1939 





IX. 
XI. 





VI. 
VIL. 
VIII. 


xX. 


. Cereals 


. Meat, fish and eggs ‘ * + 50 
” Other food and 
tobacco ee “ +0:2}+ 5-0 


Total—Food and tobacco S +01/+ 13 
IV. Coal 


V. Iron and steel... 
Non-ferrous metals 


Cotton 
Wool 


Other textiles wa 
Chemicals and oils 


Total — Industrial 
materials and manu- 
factures ne 


Totat—aAll articles 


Industrial materials (ex- 
cluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials 
intermediate products 170-9 
Manufactured articles 153-9 


Building materials oy 148-0 


+0-1|— 70 123-4 
44:5 


73°2 





77-0 





58-2 
42:1 
25-2 
67:3 
69-9 
78:7 
53-5 
83:3 


+141 


+t++4++4+ ] ob] + +4 


Seo * te te 











172-2 


























* No appreciable change, 
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Food and Tobacco. The only commodity which showed a 
price change of more than 1 per cent. was apples, and for these 
the rise of 2} per cent. was due to the higher price established 
on 15th February being effective throughout the whole month. 

Industrial Materials and Manufactures. The increase of 
0-2 per cent. in the index for “ other textiles” was due to an 
increase during March of about 14 per cent. in the average price 
of jute. The small increase in the “chemicals and oils” index 
resulted from seasonal rises in the prices of sulphate of ammonia 
and-superphosphate of Is. 6d. per ton (rather under 1 per cent. 
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and 2 per cent. respectively), while in the “ miscellaneous ” group 
the only price change was an increase at the beginning of the 
month of about 2} per cent. in the price of tiles. 








Percentage Changes. In view of the small range of changes in 
March as compared with February among the price averages of 
the commodities included in the index number, the usual table 
has been omitted. There were eight increases among food items 
and*five in industrial materials, all under 5 per cent. No 
decreases were recorded. 











Retail Trade 


At the opening of a new trading year it may be convenient to 
repeat the introductory paragraphs explaining the sources of 
the statistics prepared by the Bank of England and the method 
of adjusting non-comparablie figures. 

Sources. ‘The figures are compiled from schedules issued by 
the Retail Distributors’ Association, the Co-operative Union, 
the Drapers’ Chamber of Trade of Great Britain and Ireland and 
the Multiple Shops Federation to their members and to other 
traders who have to co-operate; they relate to the trade 
of a number of department stores, concerns operating’ multiple 
retail shops and a representative section of the retail co-operative 
societies, together with a small number of individual traders. 
The last mentioned type of retailer is not adequately represented 
and additions to the numbers reporting would be welcomed. 

Method of Adjusting Non-Comparable Figures. Retailers use a 
considerable variety of accounting periods and the number of 
selling days in any calendar month varies from year to year. 
Returns have accordingly to be adjusted to some extent in order 
to render the sales for 1942 and 1943 comparable when combined 
into district or other totals. Almost all contributors report the 
number of days on which selling took place in their shops during 
the period to which their figures relate. On each return, there- 
fore, the 1942 sales are corrected, where necessary, by the 
appropriate amount to make them comparable with 1943 so far 
as length of period is concerned. The number of selling days in 
the calendar month of February was identical in 1942 and 19435. 
Accordingly corrections for differences in length of period were 
necessary on only a few of the schedules. 


INDEX NUMBERS ft 
(AVERAGE DAILY SALES IN 1937 = 100) 









> 





in February 


slump is simply the exhaustion of many people’s valid coupons, 
which had already. produced a low index in January ; it is note. 
worthy that the amount spent per coupon rose further in Feb- 
ruary to the highest figure yet recorded, indicating the public's 
desire to get ‘‘ value” for their few remaining coypons. 

All districts shared in the great drop from the previous twelve 
months average, Central London showing the smallest fall 
(23 per cent.) and Suburban London the largest (42 per cent.), 
The index for the country as a whole was the lowest sings 
February 1938, even by value. 

The index for household goods, at 67, was, with one exception, 
actually lower than in any month since August 1932, despite 
the great rise in prices, and was some 14 per cent. below the 
average of the previous twelve months. The trader’s difficulty in 
this category is not lack of demand, but the low level of supplies, 
coupled with the restriction of a large part of these to the cheaper 
types. February was traditionally one of the two slackest 
months, so that some recovery from this low record may be 
expected, but with sales linked.so closely to incoming supplies 
it cannot be very large. As with apparel, all districts shared in 
the drop, the percentage falls ranging only from 12 per centgin 
Central London to 19 per cent. in the North West. 

Sales of non-food merchandise as a whole were at a somewhat 
higher level than either apparel or household goods, the index 
for the country as a whole being 81. The three categories 
which do not enter into the two subsidiary indexes all contain 
a high proportion of goods paying double purchase tax, many of 
which, e.g., cosmetics and sports goods, still find a ready sale, 


































with the result that turnover is relatively high in value though for 
much contracted in volume. Fel 
cou 





Food and perishables normally show a small rise betwee 
January and February and this year the rising tendency wal I 










































































































. : : i ident, though less marked than usual, the inderg ‘e 
The index of apparel sales in February was nearly one-third %8*2 evident, 8 2 4 | 
lower than the average for the preceding twelve months. In peace- eee from 110 to — for ae B ry - — a tho 
time this was quite a normal phenomenon, because February Midlands ne aa WwW Ag I ti il di t a r b = i of] 
was a dead month between the January clearance sales and the ier ‘tens ay 8% f % re soe pty Pome f otha ae agai 
start of spring buying, but war-time conditions have greatly ®™aller than the average for the preceding 12 months, bal a 
reduced the importance of these seasonal factors, sales in nowhere did the fall exceed 6 per cent., and for the whole count 
9 * mo! 
February 1942 being only some 10 per cent. below the average ty ot ns pe Combined to produce an ‘igi , 
SS ee ee ee en oe ae ees number for total sales of 96, some 11 per cent. below the pm [te 
‘+t The method by which these index numbers are constructed was Ceding average and some 3 per cent. below January. T that 
described in the “‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 9th February 1939 change from January was very slight, except in Scotland and thy ¥4s 
{page 210). . North West where it amounted to roughly 6 per cent. = 
. con’ 
situs 
Index Numbers of Retail Sales—February 1943 bao 
(Average Daily Sales in 1937 = 100) _ 
The figures in italics are the index numbers for the preceding month and (in brackets) the average for the preceding twelve months of t] 
both 
Midlands London— year 
North North and South Central | London— | Total, Baal 
_ Scotland East West South of and West | Suburban Great & for + 
Wales England End Britain cent. 
decre 
$ Of 
Non-food merchandise... 99 97 89 94 79 59 66 co am 
106 (128) | 103 (120) 99 (117) 96 (118) 78 (102) 55 (72) 68 (86) 85 (100% Wp 
Of which :— 
Apparel § 90 84 80 79 66 50 52 70 
99 (131) 91 (126) 95 (124) 86 (122) 75 (108) 49 (65) 63 (90) 79 (108 
Household goods]... 93 78 71 80 67 65 59 67- 
106 (111) 94 (92) 80 (88) 84 (92) 68 (82) 55 (74) 65 (68) 71 (18) 
Food and perishables 128 119 116 117 115 84 110 112 
133 (129) 117 (123) 118 (120) 118 (124) 111 (122) 75 (88) 106 (112) 110 (Ui 
Total Sales... oes 115 i09 103 108 99 61 92 96 
122 (127) | 111(121) | 109(118) | 109 (121) 98 (113) 60 (73) 92 (101) 99( 






































departments, hardware. {including unallocated sales. 


§ Piece-goods (dress materials), women’s wear, men’s and boys’ wear, boots and shoes. { Piece-goods (household goods), furt 
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Sales (at Selling Value) and Stocks (at Cost) compared with a Year ago 
(The figures shown are the percentage changes compared with the corresponding period a year earlier) 





S ALES (on an approximate daily basis) 


Stocks 





Class of merchandise 


At end of 


FEBRUARY Feb. 





Scotland 


Midlands 


South of 
Wales 


Londou— 
Central 
and West 

End 


South Total, 
Great 


England Britain 





Non-food merchandise :— 
Piece-goods fF oil 
(i) Household good 
(ii) Dress materials 
Women’s wear ; 
Men’s and boys’ wear 
Boots and shoes 
Furnishing departments 
Hardware ae 
Fancy departments ... 
Sports and travel 
Misc. and unspecified 
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ToraL stocks—February.... . + 91 














+138 | +215 | + 17:3 























* Some of the figures in this column relate only to a very small number of shops and are of little significance. 
t Including some goods for which separate particulars under the sub-headings are not available. 


COMPARISON WITH TWELVE MONTHS EARLIER 


February. Daily sales in February were lower than a year 
ago in all districts, and the drop of 6-8 per cent. for the country 
as a whole was the largest recorded for over a year; the main 
reason for it was the public’s lack of clothing coupons, which 
had caused an almost equal drop in January. The decrease was 
less pronounced in London than in the Provinces, the reduction 
for the Central area being only 1-8 per cent. Compared with 
February 1939, there was a rise of 5 per cent. by value, but of 
course a big fall in volume. : 

Food and perishables, accounting for roughly 60 per cent. of 
the total value reported in February, fell slightly, by 1-1 per 
cent. The relative recovery of London continued, both districts 
showing increases of between 2 and 3 per cent., and the South 
of England (from which population has moved back to London) 
gain showed the largest fall (5-5 per cent.). Unallocated sales 
tose by 4:1 per cent., so that the district figures would have been 
more favourable if these could have been included. 

Other merchandise declined much more steeply, the fall for 
Great Britain as a whole amounting to 14-3 per cent. and being 
thared by all districts. Only for Central and West End London 
was the decrease (3-3 per cent.) less than 10 per cent. and in the 
North West it reached 18-0 per cent. The main cause of this 
wntraction is undoubtedly the difference between the coupon 
situation last year and this. In 1942 a fresh issue of coupons 
teached the public at the beginning of January; in 1943 the 
brown issue, valid from the previous October, had been largely 
exhausted. The difference between Central London and the rest 
of the country is due to the special change in circumstances, 
both resident and visiting population being much greater than a 
year ago. The decrease in coupon expenditure reported to the 
Bank is even more striking than that in money spent, the fall 
forthe country as a whole being 33 per cent.; a fall of 6 per 
cent. for Central and West End London was the only district 
decrease smaller than 20 per cent. 

Of the various kinds of merchandise, the apparel categories 
Maturally all showed decreases, but these varied very greatly, 
ftom no less than 40-9 per cent. for men’s and boys’ wear to only 
69 per cent. for dress materials. The contrast between the large 


drop for men’s and boys’, wear and the smaller one for women’s 
wear (24-6 per cent.) continues a tendency which has appeared 
in every month of the second ration year for the former category 
to decline relatively to the latter. The district figures show 
Central London as faring much the best for everything except 
dress materials, with Scotland coming second in men’s wear 
and women’s wear, but last in boots and shoes, sales of which a 
year ago were greatly stimulated by a wild rumour about a 
coming rise in coupon values. 

The household goods categories also showed substantial falls— 
about 10 per cent. for hardware and furnishing departments, 
and as much as 36-6 per cent. for household piece-goods, in 
which the effects of reduced supplies are particularly great. 
These falls are roughly of the same order of magnitude as those 
recorded for the last few months. 

The minor categories—fancy departments, sports and travel 
goods, and “ miscellaneous and unspecified ”»—again have the 
distinction of being the only ones to show increases. These 
were, however, quite small and essentially due to the rise in 
prices compared with a year ago, which has been particularly 
great for those goods now subject to double purchase tax. 


STOCKS * 


Total stocks at the end of February were 10-9 per cent. higher 
in 1943 than in 1942, this being the biggest increase compared 
with a year ago since November, 1941. Increases were recorded 
for all seven districts, but their size varied widely from 1-7 per 
cent. in the North-West to 21-5 per cent. in Central London. 
For the ninth successive month stocks of food and perishables 
were considerably higher than a year earlier, the February 
advance amounting to 21-0 per cent. At this level the value of 
stocks was nearly double that in February 1939. 

Other merchandise exceeded February 1942 by 9-7 per cent. 
and February 1939 by 56 per cent. The moderate increase on, 





* It must always be remembered that the statistics of stocks 
particularly of food, are based on a much less representative sample 
of shops than those of sales; thus the collaborating co-operative 
societies, for example, do not report stocks. 


Index Numbers of Apparel Stocks 
(Average for 1942 = 100) 





1942 





May 


July | Aug. 





Dress Materials 

Women’s Wear am 

Men’s and Boys’ Wear 
and Shoes... 


101 
103 
106 




















98 101 
103 108 
100 102 

97 91 
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a year ago resulted from a wide range of movements in the 
different categories. The sharpest rise was in sports and travel 
goods, 29-4 per cent., but as this brought the level to no more 
than 17 per cent. above pre-war, and as most prices in this 
section are subject to double tax, physival stocks remained very 
small. Women’s wear, with an increase of 25-2 per cent. from 
last year, was not far short of double February 1939. Of the 
decreases, that of 17-8 per cent. for boots and shoes largely 
reflects the substitution of untaxed utility for more expensive 
lines; that of 25-4 per cent. for household piece-goods is to 
some extent due to the increased proportion of cheap types, but 
mainly to a reduction in the number of articles im stock. 
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As might be expected from the low level of apparel sales, the 
index numbers of stocks show a rise between the end of January 
and the end of February for all four apparel categories. The 
advance was greatest in boots and shoes (about 14 per cent.) 
and brings this index number up to 96; allowing for the lower 
level of prices now, stocks must be roughly up to the average 
of 1942 by volume. Women’s wear rose by 9 per cent., and in’ 
volume must be almost equal to the previous highest figure, 
despite the fact that February is normally a month of low stocks, 
Men’s and boys’ wear and dress materials both rose by 5 per 
cent., and in volume are probably higher than in any other 
month covered by the index numbers. 





Announcements 


Note: Copies of all Orders referred to in the “ Board of Trade Journal” can be purchased through any booksellers, 
agents or direct from H.M. Stationery Office, New Orders, however, may not be immediately available. 


Central Heating 


The Minister of Fuel and Power has given the General Direc- 
tion (Central Heating and Hot Water Plants) No. 1 (S. R. & O. 
1943 No. 451, price 1d.) under the Control of Fuel (No. 3) 
Order, 1942 (see the “ Board of Trade Jo&rnal” of 9th January 
1943, page 13). 

The Directign applies to shops, offices, blocks of flats, non- 
industrial establishments of all kinds, private houses containing 
more than 10 furnished rooms used as living rooms or bedrooms, 
and any building or structure not used or appropriated wholly 
or mainly for industrial purposes. It does not apply to hospitals, 
institutions for the sick, infirm or aged, and premises forming 
part of and used by railway undertakings controlled by the 
Minister of War Transport under the Railway Control Order, 
1939. e 

This Direction consolidates and amends the General Directions 
(Central Heating and Hot Water Plants) Nos. 1 and 2—S. R. 
& O. 1942 Nos. 1928 and 1929, given under the Control of Fuel 
Order, 1942. Both these Directions are revoked and the new 
Direction takes their place as from the 5th April 1943. Any 
infringement of the Direction will constitute an offence under the 
Defence Regulations. 

The new Direction applies to buth handfired and mechanically 
operated plants. 

It provides as follows :— 

(1) Between 17th April and 31st October in England and 
Wales, and between 8th May and 31st October in Scotland, in 
any year, no fuel may be consumed in any central plant used for 
heating any controlled premises except under written permit 
from the Minister or from the Regional Controller for the area in 
which the premises are situated. 

Places used for the instruction of children or young persons 
under 18 years, orphanages, children’s homes, war time nurseries 
and similar places are excepted from these provisions. 

(2) When the same central plant is used both for heating and 
for providing hot water for use, the foregoing prohibition is 
relaxed to the extent necessary for the provision of hot water 
only. 

(3) The general prohibition on the starting up or re-fuelling 
of central heating and hot water plants except under permit 
between the hours of 9.30 p.m and 6 a.m. remains in force as a 
continuing measure. This prohibition does not, as regards plant 
for heating premises, apply in the case of office premises where 
over 75 per cent. of the staff are on duty at night. 

(4) Permits for relaxation of the provisions of the Direction 
can be granted generally or in respect of individual premises or 
classes of premises. This provision will enable prompt account 
to be taken of any abnormal weather conditions, whether local 
or general, and arrangements have been made for notifying any 
relaxation to the public at short notice in the press and by a 
broadcast announcement. 


Clothes Rationing 
SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR INDUSTRIAL 
, WORKERS 


The special arrangements made to meet the clothing needs of 
industrial workers include (1) reduced coupon rates for certain 
industrial clothing and footwear, notably utility overalls, aprons 
and boiler suits and industrial safety boots and clogs; (2) 
coupon-free supplies of certain specialised protective garments 
under certificates issued by H.M. Inspectors of Factories and 
other authorised persons; and (3) a “General Occupational 
Supplement ” of 10 coupons for the 1942/43 rationing period for 
most types of manual workers. These arrangements meet the 
essential requirements of the great majority of workers. 

There may, however, be individual cases of hardship among 


some of the workers in the heaviest industries. To meet these 
special cases a small pool of coupons is available between now 
and 19th June for any undertaking engaged wholly or partly 
in mining or quarrying or in the heavy chemical, iron and steel, 
non-ferrous metals, carbon, coke and by-product, gas production 
or shipbuilding industry. 

The number of coupons in the pool will depend on the nature 
and size of the undertaking but will not exceed five times, or in 
the case of a quarry or shipyard four times, the number of its 
manual workers. 

The pools are to be at the disposal of representative com- 
mittees who will draw on them as necessary to assist those 
among the workers who would otherwise suffer real hardship. 

Details of the scheme, which has been drawn up in consultation 
with the Trade Union Congress and the British Employers’ 
Confederation, are being notified to the Trade Unions and 
Employers’ Organisations in the industries concerned. Appli- 
cation forms ED 283 are available at all local offices of the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service. With these will be 
issued a leaflet SFT 1 containing full instructions and guidance 
on the use of the pool. 


CERTIFICATES FOR THE COUPON-FREE PURCHASE 
OF INDUSTRIAL SAFETY BOOTS 


Certain mineworkers will shortly be receiving special certifi 
cates for the purchase of industrial safety boots or shoes coupon 
free. Each certificate will be for one pair, and will be valid 
only if accompanied by the usual buying permit. 

The miner must sign his name on the back of the certificate 
before giving it up, with a buying permit, to the trader from 
whom he makes his purchase. The trader also must endorse the 
certificate. 

Traders may use the endorsed certificates as the equivalent 
of 4 coupons, and may buy any rationed goods with them 
They can pay them into a coupon banking account or (within 
the limits of the “loose coupon” rules) pass them back direst 
to a supplier. 

The certificate has legal force under a General Licence (S. 
& O. 1943 No. 312, price 1d.). 


Buying Permits for Rubber Boots 


In a notice published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” d 
6th March 1943 (page 87) the Board of Trade requested retailen 
to return to their suppliers by 3lst March, rubber boots they 
had in stock, and also any buying permits (IF/1 or IF/2) they 
might have in their possession. The Board now announce 
they have issued the Footwear (Rubber and Industrial) (No. 9) 
Directions, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 500, price 1d.) uné 
which buying permits issued before lst March 1943, will not 
valid for the supply of rubber boots by any trader to a retai 
after 11th April 1943. Any consumer who has in his possessi0i, 
after the 11th April, a buying permit issued before Ist Mari 
and wishes to exchange it for a new permit, should send it to & 
Board of Trade, North Gate, Prince Albert Road, ‘Londe 
N.W. 8, and a letter explaining why he has not yet used it @ 
obtain a pair of rubber boots. : 


Utility Knitted Garments 


The Utility Apparel (Made-up Knitted Goods) Directio 
1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 266, price 3d.) regulate the typ# 
of garments which may be made from utility knitted fabrit 
The Directions cover all utility knitted fabrics other than lock 
and circular rayon fabrics, which are included in the Util 
Apparel (Women’s and Maids’ Underwear and Nightwe 
Directions, 1943 (see the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of 3rd Apt 
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1948, page 132); and previous Directions relating to the use of 
knitted fabrics are revoked, with the exception of the Cloth 
(Making-up and Use) (No. 16) Directions, 1943 (dealing with 
the use of fabric No. 495—see the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of 23rd January 1943, page 32). 

The specifications of garments which may be made from 
Utility knitted fabrics have been taken from. Schedule C of 
Utility Knitted Goods and include women’s dresses and suits 
and children’s bodices. Provision is made for the manufacture 
of one underwear and three outerwear fabrics into certain types 
of infants’ and children’s utility apparel other than those for 
which detailed specifications are given. 


Towel Rations for Large Factories 


Large factories whose towel rations for 1943 works out at 100 
gupons or more are being given part of this in the form of 
coupon-equivalent certificates marked ‘Series Two.” These 
“Series Two” certificates do not become valid until Ist July 
1943 and under a General Licence (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 154, 
price 1d.) may, if properly endorsed, be used for the purchase of 
towels on and.after that date. 

The object of deferring part of the larger rations in this way 
isto lessen the demand on present stocks which might otherwise 
be insufficient for all immediate needs. 


Headwear Register 


The Register of Manufacturers of Headwear giving the names 
of those persons who were registered either in Part I or Part II 
om 20th March 1943, is now obtainable through any bookseller, 
newsagent, or directly from H.M. Stationery Office, price 3d. or 
4d, post free. 


Import Licensing 


VEGETABLE FIBRES IMPORTED FROM THE EMPIRE : 
BARYTES, PRINTED MATTER AND RELIGIOUS 
EMBLEMS FROM EIRE 


Notice to Importers No 158 
Amendment of the Open General Licences 


The Board of Trade announce that from 12th April 1943, the 
Open General Licence permitting the importation without 
separate licences of Vegetable Fibres of the following varieties, 
not further dressed after scutching or decorticating :— ° 

Bahia piassava (attalea funifera), Para piassava (Leopoldinia 
piassava), African piassava (raphia vinifera, raphia getneri), 
Gumati or Gomuti fibre (arenga saccharifera), 
fom the British Empire, Palestine and Transjordan, French 
Equatorial Africa, French Cameroons, French Possessions in 
India, French Possessions in the Pacific, Belgian Congo and 
Ruandi-Urundi has been revoked. 

From that date separate licences will be required, but this will 
not apply to goods proved to the satisfaction of the Commis- 
fioners of Customs and Excise to have been despatched to the 
United Kingdom before 12th April 1943, and imported into this 
wuntry before 12 June 1943. 

The Board also announce that with effect from 12th April 
143, separate licences will be required to import Barytes from 
fire. At present this commodity falls within the Open’General 
licence in favour of “ Paints and painters materials, etc.,” 
thown in Notice to Importers No. 152. 

With effect from the same date they have also revised the 
Open General Licence shown in Notice No. 152 in respect of 
“Books, printed, and other printed matter, etc.” imported from 

, 80 that it will now cover :— 

Books, printed, and other printed paper matter of all kinds, 

{cept wallpaper, diaries, calendars, picture postcards and 


Meeting cards. Manuscripts, typescripts and like products of 


duplicating machines, 


/e@md in addition they have revived the Open General Licence 


te 


Religious embiems, rosaries and other like aids to private 
tions, not being articles for resale . 
from Eire. On and after 12th April 1943, therefore, 


ts €parate licences will not be required for the importation of these 


i 0ds from Hire. 


Control of Iron and Steel 


The Minister of Supply has made the Control of Iron and Steel 
No. 31) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 502, price 1d.) and 
fied the (No. 15) Order (see the “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 


ris 5th November 1941, page 297) :— 


(@) by substituting for the present control of “ constructional 
tlwork for inclusion in the structure of a building” a control 
“constructional steelwork ” for whatever purpose it is used ; 
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(b) by including Iron Molybdate in the controlled materials ; 

(c) by reducing the small quantities of iron and steel products 
which may be purchased free of licence ; 

(d) by amending some of the controlled maximum prices both 
in the Fifth Schedule and in the Related Schedules. 

In addition, the provisions in regard to the use of depart: 
mental authorisations (M forms) have been varied so as to allow 
the acquisition of steel for conversion into constructional steel- 
work, Hitherto constructional steelwork could be bought on 
the authority of M forms, but the steel for conversion into 
constructional steelwork required a licence. The new Third and 
Fourth Schedules to the Order contain the reduced quantities 
which may be acquired without authority. 

The following notes give the outline of the effects of the 
Related Schedules under the Order :— 





New 
Schedule} 


Produet Remarks 





L.154 | Refined malleable pig 


iron. 


In place of the existing district 
prices, two prices for North and 
South zones are established in line 
with cylinder and refined pig iron 
to which it corresponds. 

Substituting one schedule of prices 
in place of the two existing 
schedules to correct zone anoma- 


Low phesphorus foun- 
dry pig iron. 


ies. 

New schedule reducing prices for 
billets, etc., and bars. Most prices 
reduced by 5 per cent. with 
advances in a few qualities. 
Corresponding reduction (see 
above) in alloy shell steel prices ; 
also new range of free cutting 
steel prices. 

Establishing reduced prices for 
hot rolled plates, and minor 
amendments to the extras list. 
Revised basis of calculating prices 
of carbon and alloy ingots, in- 
creasing the former but generally 
reducing. the latter. 

New extra for deseaming of billets 
at intermediate stage where speci- 
fied. 

Re-editing existing extras lists to 
confirm current practice. 

As for heavy steel. 


Alloy steels. 


Shell steel. 


Stainless steel. 


Forging ingots. 


Forging, drop forging 
and stamping blooms, 
billets and slabs. 
Heavy steel. 


Plates 3 mm, thick 
and over wholly 
rolled down in a sheet 
mill. 

Steel sheet piling New schedule of prices and extras 
based on existing prices. 
Confirmation of established prices 
and extras for sectional material. 
Minor revisions to the existing 
schedule. ~ 

Electrical sheets—increase in basis 
prices and extras. 

Increase in basis prices confirmed. 
Adjustment of basis prices and 
extension of the list to cover T.G. 
quality steel when specified. 
Extending the list to cover T.G. 
steel, when specified. 

Increased extra for black varnish- 


Military bridges. 
Steel castings. 
Sheets. 

Cellactite sheets. 
Sash and casement 
sections. 


Glazing tees. 


Wire netting. 


ing. 
Re-edited list—no ,change in 
prices. 


‘Wrought iron and 
steel tubes and fit- 
tings. 











It has become necessary to establish a range of prices for Free 
Cutting Steel according to the Carbon content, namely up to 
0-25 per cent. C., over 0:25 per cent. C. to 0:33 per cent. C., and 
over 0°33 per cent. C., as for soft basic billets. This necessitates 
changes in the following schedules, and the opportunity has been 
taken to re-edit the extras in some cases where needed. 





New 
Schedule 


Product. Remarks. 





L.172 | Billets, blooms and 
slabs for re-rolling. 
Rolled and re-rolled 
steel products. 
Bright steel bars. 
Bright steel flats. 
Wire rods. 

Mild steel wire and 
wire products. 


L.173 


L.174 
L175 
L.176 
L.177 











Copies of Schedules marked “L” and also No. 135 Cold 
Rolled Strip, are being deposited at Steel House, Tothill Street, 
London, S.W. 1, where they will be available for inspection. 
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Control of Rubber 


The use of rubber in the manufacture of soles and heels is 
further restricted by the Control of Rubber (No. 19) Order, 1943 
(S. R. & O. 1943 No. 478, price 1d.). Limits are imposed on the 
amount of crude rubber, reclaimed rubber and zinc oxide that 
may be used in the vulcanised compound, and for many types of 
sole and heel the use of crude rubber is forbidden. The use of 
rubber in the manufacture of full soles is prohibited, and half- 
soles, heels and heel tips may not exceed a prescribed thickness. 
The order also fixes a maximum volume for heels and the types 
of sheeting which may be manufactured. The Control of Rubber 
(No. 11) Order, 1942 (see the “ Board of Trade Journal ” of 25th 
April 1942, page 223) which has hitherto governed this matter 
is repealed by the new Order. 


Control of Jute 


The Control of Jute (No. 5) Order (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 449, 
price 1d.) makes certain amendments to the Control of Jute 
(No. 4) Order, 1942 (see the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 
31st October 1942, page 479), which introduced maximum prices 
for sales by producers of jute yarn (including twist). The main 
amendments are: provision for the maximum prices for twist 
to be applicable only to producers who also make jute yarn ; 
the addition of a new rove yarn ; the fixation of twisting charges 
according to the weight of yarn instead of according to the type 
of yarn; and the introduction of a minimum weight limitation 
for rove yarn and maximum weight limitations for heavy and 
medium yarns. 


Control of Cotton Industry 


Under the Control of the Cotton Industry (No. 43) Order, 
1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 513, price 1d.), no person may dispose 
of raw cotton in the United Kingdom except under licence issued 
by the Minister of Supply. The sale by United Kingdom firms of 
cotton which is not intended for import into the United Kingdom 
is not affected. Where cotton is disposed of by an agent the cotton 
is to be regarded as disposed of by the person on whose behalf 
the agent is acting. For example, merchants selling cotton on 
behalf of Indian shippers or on behalf of the Control do not 
require a licence. Any spinner or other firm wishing to dispose 
of cotton, however, must apply to the Control for the necessary 
licence. 


Control of Graphite 


The control of graphite will in future be exercised by Mr. C. J- 
Brockbank, who is already Controller of Abrasives in the 
Ministry of Supply. All communications relating to require- 
ments of graphite should be addressed to the Abrasives and 
Graphite Control, Palace Chambers, Bridge Street, London, 
8.W.1. Telephone No. Whitehall 2737/8. Telegraphic Addrese, 
Abrasives, Parl., London, 


Control of Wool 


Wool Control announces that raw material required for the 
Home Civil trade against the ration to be granted for the period 
1st July to 31st October 1943, will be issued on the basis of Home 
Issue prices Nos. 13 and 14. ~ 


Bags and Cases 


The Board of Trade announce that they have discontinued 
the licensing of extra supplies of certain types of bags and cases 
on the condition that they were sold only to Officers in H.M. 
Forces. Licences for the supply of these goods are now issued 
on the understanding that the goods are equally available to the 
general public. Retailers should cease to reserve goods with 
which they have already been supplied. 


Trading with the Enemy 
ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


With reference to the list published in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 3rd April 1943 (page 128) the following vessels 
have been deleted from List (A): Punta Alcazar, Spanish flag, 
150 tons, Ramon Carranza; Punta Paloma, Spanish flag, 
157 tons, Ramon Carranza; Punta Azamor, Spanish flag, 
151 tons, Ramon Carranza; Punta Sabinal, Spanish flag, 
150 tons, Ramon Carranza and Turquesa, Spanish flag, 197 tons, 
Jose Leon Carranza. The list now reads as under :— 
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NEUTRAL VESSELS AGAINST WHICH DISORIMINATION IS BEING 


XERCISED BY THE MINIsTRY OF Economic WARFARE 
(a) Shipowners on the Statutory List 


Shippers, banks and other financial and commercial concerns 
are hereby notified that the following vessels belong to owners 
who are included in the Statutory List, and that it is an offence 
against the Trading with the Enemy Act for any shipper to 
make use of such vessels. Shipments by such vessels in addition 
to being liable to seizure render the shippers or those connected 


with the consignment liable to prosecution. 














































































































Vessel Flag Tons Owners or Charterers 
Galatasaray ... Turkey 724 | Sadikoglu, Aslan, Kaptan 
Ollanta ove eru 144 | Mrs. G. A. de Leemhuis, Callao 
Cala Antio ... Spain 134 es) Mallorquina (D. Ramis 
ut. 
Cala Contesa Ditto 207 Ditto 
Cala Falco ... Ditto 75 Ditto a 
Cala Galiota. Ditto 100 Ditto I 
Cala Liamp ... Ditto 126 Ditto : 
Cala Lionga ... Ditto 111 Ditto if 
Cala Marsal ... Ditto 199 Ditto 
Cala Mondrago Ditto 203 Ditto P 
Cala Morlan Ditto 293 Ditto g 
Cala Murta Ditto 152 Ditto 
Cala Pi Ditto 197 Ditto 4 
Cala Gat os Ditto 283 Ditto n 
Cala Tuent ... Ditto 121 Ditto 
Piedad os Ditto 90 Ditto iy 
Cala Fornells Ditto 93 Ditto 
Cala Bona ... Ditto 72 Ditto 
Cala Castell ... Ditto 123 Ditto 
Cala Mitjana Ditto 92 Ditto 
Cala Murada Ditto 229 Ditto 
Cala Encantada Ditto 173 Ditto 
Cala Portals ... Ditto 130 Ditto 
Cala San Vicens Ditto 159 Ditto 
Jose Trujillo... Ditto 338 | Cia Comercial Maritima de Trans- 
portes S.A. N 
San Isidro Labrador Ditto 235 Ditto la: 
San Juan II w- |: Ditto 552 Ditto 
Adeje... ° Ditto 253 Ditto 10 
Isora ... Ditto 316 Ditto 
Sebastian... Ditto 3.024 Ditto we 
Tercio Montejurra Ditto 549 Ditto CO 
Amalia Ditto 744 Ditto f 
San Eduardo Ditto 300 Ditto 3 
Ellen (ex Nera ls 
Ametza) Ditto 859 Ditto 
ibel Ditto 398 Ditto pe 
Salvador... Ditto 130 Ditto qu 
Isla de Gomera Ditto 549 Ditto 
Bachi... ... Ditto 3,077 | Cia Naviera Bachi (Hijos def ™? 
Astigarraga) (Controlled by™ 001 
Cia Comercial Maritima de as 
Transportes S.A.) 
Bartolo ioe ea Ditto 8,124 Ditto : 
Juan de Astigarraga Ditto 3,561 Ditto 
Kauldi i oe A 3,157 Ditto fe 
Manuchu Ditto 3,119 Ditto IV 
Tom ... Ditto 3,056 Ditto Ch: 
Al ae x= entina 282 | A.M. Delfino y Cia 
San Martin ... Ses itto 220 Ditto fac 
Comodoro Rivadavia tto 4,482 | Argentina Neuva Cia General de Alt 
Navegacion 
Rio Blanco 
(ex Madryn) Ditto 1,827 Ditto 
Atleta soe itto 105 ms Empresa de Remoles 
lores 
Ciclope Ditto 173 Ditto 
Coloso Ditto 247 Ditto 
Gigante Ditto 236 Ditto I 
Goliat Ditto 237 Ditto Jou 
Hercules Ditto 173 itto 
Samson Ditto 237 Ditto mac 
Titan Ditto 188 Ditto 194: 
Vicente Spain 534 | Cia Naviera Levantina Ltda. 
Industrial Ditto 313 | Soc. Anon Cristobal Colon dm N 
Madrid Gro 
Marina Ditto 172 Ditto ° 
Suevia Ditto 353 Ditto pric 
na Brazil 620 — Stoltz & Co. Rio & N 
aneiro 
Nina (ex Dina) Portugal 273 | Madureira E, Rego Ltda. (Cor 
Delfin Ree Spain 98 a Gonsalez tin, Las N 
mas 
Maria Bonmatti Ditto 54 | Ditto Corn 
Anna nob Brazil 721 = Nacional de Navegac# vi 
oepcke (Carlos Hoepcke 8.4) 
Carl Hoepcke Ditto 1,249 Ditto (Con 
Max ... eee Ditto 247 Ditto Price 
Presidente Mitre Argentina 372 Cia Argentina Comercial e Ir 
dustrial de Pesqueria 
Presidente Roca... Ditto 412 Ditto 
Fermina Concepcion Spain 80 | Manuel —— : 
oe ave ee Portugal 27 | Henrique Da Silva Pinto Ferro 
r or 
(ex Trevo 2°) Ditto 202 | A. Transportadora Ltda Al 
Alvaiazere ... Ditto 258 | Jose Rui de Matos Pereira of W 
Sidi Ifni Spain 732 | 8. A. Hispana-Africana ’ 
- Reconocimentos Atlanticos traffic 
Herlinda Panama 452 Gulf Shipping Co. Paste 
Maria 3° Portugal 56 edro Joao de Sousa 
Maria 5° Ditto 56 Ditto Th 
Guadiana 4° Ditto 13 Ditto ; 
Maria Menuela Ditto 10 Ditto 
Goncalves 
Segundo Ditto 52 | Adao Pecheco Polonia 


Blanca de C... see 
Ramon de Carranza 


cee be i , gee 
Tawler) (ex 
Purification Costas 
Maravilla) aoe 
Blanco (trawler) (ex 
Manuel toso 


ic eee ooo 
Antonio Chicha 

(trawler) ... ote 
Jose Chicha (trawler) 
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Ditto 
Almadabra Marroqui 


Viuda de Botello (Senora Gallf) 


* Ditto 
Manuel Gestoso Costas. 
Abdi Vehbi Dural 


























10th April 1943 


ADDITIONS TO “ BLACK LIST” 


¥ The Board of Trade announce that they have made the 
Trading with the Enemy (Specified Persons) (Amendment) 
(No. 5) Order, 1943 (S. R. & O. 1943 No. 464, price 4d.) which 
came into force on 6th April containing 554 additions to the 
“ Black List ” of traders abroad with whom it is unlawful to have 
dealings of any kind. 

Persons owing moneys to, or holding or managing the property 
of, specified persons are reminded that they are under statutory 
obligation to report to the Custodians of Enemy Property. 
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Pottery ‘‘ Fair Shares for Small Retailers ”” 
Scheme 


Traders are reminded that the second operating period for the 
above scheme began on Ist April and runs until 30th June. 
Retailers covered by the scheme and wishing to benefit under 
it, should place their orders with their suppliers as soon as 
possible, preferably before 30th April, if they wish to be sure of 
getting their supplies. As the ratio between the value of present 
supplies and the value of supplies during the Standard Year has 
not altered since the scheme came into force, the area percentages 
will remain unchanged for the second operating period. 





EE | 














Limitation of Supplies (Miscellaneous) 
Returns 


The Board of Trade have issued a Direction (S. R. & O. 1943 
No. 501, price 1d.) under the Limitation of Supplies (Miscel- 
laneous) (No. 16) Order, 1942 (see the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 
10th August 1942, page 365) requiring every person whose name 
wasat 31st January 1943, entered in the Home Trade Register to 
complete a form, of return, Misc. 15, showing inter alia the value 
of controlled goods supplied by him during the standard period 
Ist June 1939 to 31st May 1940, and during the restriction 
period Ist August 1942 to 3lst January 1943. Persons whose 
quota was less than £100 a month and who have given notice in 
writing to the Board under Article 3 (6B) of the Order need not 
complete this return but will be directed individually to complete 
aseparate form of return, Misc. 16. 
A copy of the appropriate form of return is being sent to each 
on concerned, but any trader who has not received his copy 
y 8th May 1943, should make application for one to the Assistant 
Chief Accountant, Miscellaneous Section, Industries and Manu- 
factures Department 3, Board of Trade, North Gate, Prince 
Albert Roau, London, N.W.5. : 
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Ministry of Food Orders 


In continuance of the list given in the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of 3rd April 1943 (page 129), the following Orders, 
ow by the Ministry of Food, have been published as S. R. & O. 

3 — 

No. 480. Order, dated 26th March 1943, amending the Home 
Grown Wheat (Control and Prices) (Great Britain) Order, 1942, 
price Id. 

No. 496. Order, dated 30th March 1943, amending the Bread 
(Control and Maximum Prices) Order, 1943, price 1d. 

No. 498. Order, dated 30th March 1943, revoking the Canned 
Corned Meat (Prohibition of Sales) Order, 1942, price 1d. 

No. 508. Order, dated 3lst March 1943, amending the Eggs 
(Control and Prices) (Northern Ireland) (No. 3), Order, 1941, 
price 1d. 
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Easter Holiday Transport Arrangements 


Although the Easter Holiday has been extended the Minister 
ot War Transport has decided that, owing to the pressure of war 
taffic, restrictions must be placed on travel similar to those at 
Easter of last year. 

This means that between 22nd and 27th April inclusive, there 
vill be no more long-distance passenger trains on any week-day 
than the maximum number run on any ordinary week-day 
including Saturdays in March 1942. In the same way, the num- 
ber of long-distance trains run on Easter Sunday will be limited 
‘othe number run on an ordinary Sunday in March of last year. 

ins normally run in parts may continue to run in parts, 

each part will count as a separate train. If, for instance, in 

March 1942, a particular train was run on an ordinary Friday 

three parts and on an ordinary Saturday in two parts, the 

hilway company concerned can run it in one, two, or three parts 

‘any day throughout the holiday period except Sunday. 

1 train services on Easter Monday will not exceed the 
Mmber of trains run on an ordinary Monday in March 1942. 

restrictions will not affect the running of such extra 

ins as may be necessary for Service duty traffic and workmen 

® in cases where a substantial number of Service personnel 
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returning from leave cannot be accommodated on the ordinary 
services. 

During the restricted period the comparatively few remaining 
restaurant cars will be withdrawn. 


SERVICE LEAVE 


American Army forces now in Great Britain are co-operating 
with our own forces in reducing Service travel at Easter to the 
minimum. Generally speaking, no member of the Army or Air * 
Force will be proceeding on either 7 days or 48-hour leave during 
the restricted period with the exception of operational air crews 
and those travelling on compassionate or embarkation leave. 
Similar arrangements are being made by the Navy so far as, 
shore-based personnel are concerned. 

Army leave has also been adjusted to avoid return travel on 
the Easter Sunday and the following Monday and Tuesday. 
Personnel will be despatched as usual up to Friday, 16th April 
inclusive, except that personnel qualifying for 14 days’ leave will 
not be despatched on the previous Monday and Tuesday, 12th 
and 13th April. Personnel going aa seven days’ leave may also 
be despatched on Saturday 17th April. 

On Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday, 19th, 20th and 21st 
April, personnel will be leaving only on nine or 14 days’ leave. 
Normal arrangements will be resumed on Wednesday, 28th April, 
inclusive. 

Leave from schools and similar establishments will continue 
to be operated in accordance with their curricula which will, 
however, be adjusted where practicable. 





ASSISTED TRAVEL 


During the closed period, free or assisted journeys by civilians 
under various assisted travel schemes will be discontinued. 
These include visits to evacuees, free or assisted journeys by 
evacuated staffs of Government Departments, and transferred 
workers, and free leave journeys by Civil Defence personnel. 


ROAD TRANSPORT 


To save rubber and fuel, only essential services are now 
provided on the roads and these cannot be increased. 


THE TASK OF TRANSPORT 


Both on land and sea, transport services are helping to prepare 
for the next round in our offensive. If our fighting men are to 
have the supplies necessary to make victory doubly sure travel 
must be restricted. 

The limitation of the number of trains is necessary to ensure 
the uninterrupted flow of these supplies and the best help the 
public can give is to refrain from travel over this period. 

Although no more buses can be provided—because of the 
shortage of petrol and rubber—hikers and cyclists will find some 
consolation in the thought that this Easter they will have the 
most peaceful roads this country has known for a generation. 


United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 3rd April 1943 were wheat, 17s. 3d.; barley, 34s. 8d. and 
oats, 15s. 10d. 


Royal Society of Arts 


The Trueman Wood lecture on “ Science in Soviet Russia” 
will be delivered by Mr. J. G. Crowther, Secretary, Science 
Committee of the British Council at 1.45 p.m. on Wednesday 
14th April 1943 at the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
Savoy Place, Victoria Embankment, London, W.C. 2. 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Stafford Cripps, K.C., M.P., Minister of Air- 
craft Production, will preside. 


Postal Notices 


PERISHABLE ARTICLES BY POST 
G.P:0. WaRrnINnG 


The Postmaster-General reminds the public that in present 
circumstances it is inadvisable to send perishable articles by post. 
Notice is given that compensation will not be paid for deteriora- 
tion due to delay of such articles whether they are sent by 
registered or unregistered post. 


EXTENSION OF AIRGRAPH SERVICE TO NEW 
ZEALAND, FIJI, NEW HEBRIDES AND TONGA 


The Postmaster-General announces that, on and from 2nd 
April 1943, Airgraph letters addressed to New Zealand, Fiji, 
Tonga and the New Hebrides will be accepted. 

The charge for Airgraph letters addressed to personnel of 
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H.M. Forces and of the Merchant Navy is 3d., and for those 
addressed to civilians 8d. 


AIR MAIL SERVICE TO SWEDEN 


The Postmaster-General announces that the air postage rate 
on correspondence for Sweden has been reduced to 8d. for the 
first ounce and: 5d. for each additional ounce in the case of 
letters, and to 4d. for postcards. 

The surface mail service to Sweden is still suspended. 


MAILS LOST BY ENEMY ACTION 


The Postmaster-General regrets to announce that the under- 
mentioned surface mails have been lost by enemy action :— 
From the United Kingdom 
Letters and printed Districts and approximate 
papers for dates of posting 
Dutch West Indies and 
Venezuela (Maracaibo 
area only) 


All districts : 

a3 po -. ° 4th-10th February. 
For the United Kingdom 

Letters and Printed Papers from :— 
Argentine Republic ... 
Bolivia and Chile 
Paraguay 

Parcels from :— 
Argentine Republic 


19th-25th September. 
14th-20th September 
11th-17th September 


16th-25th September. 


British Standard Specifications 


WARTIME FINISH OF MACHINERY AND PLANT 


The British Standards Institution has just issued, on the 
instruction of the Ministry of Production, War Emergency 
Recommendations for the- Wartime Finish of Machinery and 
Plant. The object of the recommendations is to eliminate 
unnecessary refinements and requirements as to finish in order 
to save man hours and material and so to facilitate production. 
The new standard lays down the “ primary conditions ” which 
machinery should satisfy and stipulates that wherever the finish 
of the machine does not affect the “ primary conditions” but 
serves only for a decorative purpose it is, during the war, reduced 
wherever labour and material can be saved. It has not been 
found possible to draw up detailed rules for the wartime finish 
of components of the innumerable classes of machinery now 
under construction, but- guiding principles are given to serve as 
a general lead, together with examples of modifications to the 
finish of machinery to meet wartime conditions. 

Copies of this Specification (B.S. 1114) may be obtained from 
the British Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, 
8.W.1. Prices 1s. post free. 


REVISED STANDARD CODE FOR ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATIONS 


A code of practice for the planning of low and medium- 

voltage electric wiring installations was issued by the British 
Standards Institution in July 1940, at the request of the Codes of 
Practice Committee forCivil Engineering, Public Works and Build- 
ing, which Committee was set up under the aegis of the Ministry 
of Works. This code which was drafted by a Committee of the 
Institution of Electrical Engineers, has now been revised and 
extended to cover high-voltage installations as well as those at 
low and medium voltage, and fo cover larger installations than 
those originally contenrplated. 
_ The original portion of the code has been amended only in 
minor respects, and now constitutes Part 1 of the revised docu- 
ment. Part 2 deals with the high-voltage and the large medium 
and low-voltage installations. The revised code is issued as 
B.S. 1062-1943. 

The code is one of a series of standards dealing with wiring 
installations, and amendment slips to some of the other numbers 
of the series have recently been issued as follows :— 

PD 62. Amendments (No. 1) to B.S. 1063; Wiring on Cleats. 
*PD 91. Amendments to B.S. 1064, Wiring in Conduit. 
*PD. Amendments to B.S. 1065, Outdoor Distribution 
Systems. : 

Copies of these slips may be obtained gratis from the British 
Standards Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, 8.W.1, on 
receipt of a stamped addressed envelope. Copies of the revised 
edition of B.S. 1062 may be obtained (price 1s.), either from the 
Offices of the British Standards Institution, 28, Victoria Street, 
London, S8.W.1, or from the Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
Savoy Place, Victoria Embankment, London, W.C.2. 


CODE OF PROTECTION OF STRUCTURES AGAINST 
LIGHTNING 


Very little authoritative guidance on the subject of lightning 
protection for buildings is generally available, and special interest 
therefore attaches to the Code of Practice CP..1, which has just 


* Not yet available. 
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been issued by the British Standards Institution. This Code 
was drafted by a Committee set up at the request of the Society 
for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, but the representative 
nature of the Committee is such as to indicate that all types of 
structures, including explosives factories and other buildings 
with dangerous contents, have been provided for. The Code is 
written in concise language, and is followed by an Appendix 
giving useful explanatory notes. 

The document is the first of a series of Codes of Practice to 
be issued under the aegis of the Codes of Practice Committee 
for Civil Engineering, Public Works and Buildings set up under 
the auspices of the Ministry of Works and it will undoubtedly 
fill a long-felt want. 

Copies of this Code may be obtained from the British Standards 
Institution, 28 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1. Prices 3s. 6d, 
post free. 





Customs Regulations 


oO 
and Tariff Changes 
Australia 
RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS FROM 
STERLING AREAS 
The High Commissioner for Australia has received telegraphic 
advice from the Commonwealth Government that the following 


further restrictions on imports from sterling areas operate on 
and from Ist April 1943 :— 





v 


Tariff Item Goods 





GOODS TOTALLY PROHIBITED 

Cocoa butter for the manufacture of chocolate, as 
prescribed by Departmental Byelaws. 
Cocoa butter, n.e.i., and cocoa butter substitutes. 
Linoleums and floor coverings having a similar 
surface to linoleums. 
Articles, textile, not being piece-goods, viz., articles 
of furnishing drapery and napery. 
Curtain clips, bands, loops and holders, and blind 
tassels. 
Bunting only. 
Non-metallic cutlery only. 
Sprinklers for automatic fire sprinkler systems. 
Baking pans, frying pans, coffin furniture, steel 
scaffolding only. 
Portland cement. 
Plaster of paris and preparations having plaster of 
paris asa base excluding surgical and dental artificial 
stones and investments. 
Porcelainware for electrical purposes. 
Fire and glazed bricks; bricks, n.e.i.; fire lumps; 
fireclay manufactures, n.e.i. 
Pudding basins of brownware, chinaware, earthen- 
ware, including semi-vitrified earthenware, parial- 
ware, porcelainware and stoneware. 
Lipped bowls of brownware, chinaware, earthet- 
ware, etc. 
Glass sheet, viz., figured rolled, cathedral, milled 
rolled, rough cast and wired cast. 
Glass, viz., bent, bevelled, etc., and all glass framed 
with metal. 
Hoodlights for motor cars. 
Glass, laminated safety, only. 
Acids, viz., hydrochloric, nitric and sulphuric only. 
Insecticides and disinfectants, n.e.i. 

276 (A) Salt cake. 
ex 281 (L) Hairwaving compounds and sachets only 

283 Sulphate of copper. 

289 (B) Wool fat, degras and sod oils. 
ex 305 (A) Steel filing cabinets only. 
ex 308 Metal combs only. 

347 Paint boxes of all kinds when completely fitted. 

410 (D) Photographs, prints, photogravures, and the 
wholly or partly coloured by hand, also painted 
panels and mechanically printed imitation ¢ 
paintings. 


44 (C) (1) 

44 (C) (2) 
118 (C) 
120 (A) 
121 (B) 
ex 129 (B) 

ex 197 (B) (2) 


203 (B) 
ex 208 (A) 


234 (A) 
234 (B) (2) 


237 
239 
241 (D) 


241 (E) 
242 (C) 
242 (F) 


242 (G) 
ex 243 (A) 
ex 265 


269 (B) 


GOODS ADMISSIBLE UNDER LICENCE ON 100 PER CES 
QUOTA BASIS 

ex 11 (A) (2) 

ex 57 (D) 


ex 110 (D) 


Vanillin only. : 
Grain and pulse, not prepared or manufacture 
viz., ns. 

Hair nets. 
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ply. Full details of the goods concerned may be obtained 
from the High Commissioner’s Office, Australia House (Customs 
Branch, Room 202), Strand, London, W.C.2. 


GOODS ON ORDER 


Licences for goods on order which have become subject to the 
Import Licensing Regulations will be issued subject to the follow- 
ing conditions :— 

(1) The order was placed with and accepted by the overseas 
supplier prior to Ist April ; 

(2) The goods are imported not later than 31st August. 

The licensing period is of three months duration. 


NON-STERLING RESTRICTIONS 


A number of restrictions on goods of non-sterling origin have 
ilso been imposed with effect from Ist April 1943. Details 
we available at the High Commissioners Office (Customs 
Branch), Australia House, London, W.C.2. 


Nots.—The foregoing information, having been received by cable 
is subject to correction on receipt of the printed text. 


TARIFF DECISIONS 


The following decisions regarding the application of the 
Australian Customs Tariff are among those issued by the Aus- 
tralian Department of Trade and Customs :— 








” 














Classification and Duty under 
the British Preferential Tariff 
Goods 
Tariff Item No,| Rate of Duty 
e, Threads, and Twines— 
oe disused, for use in the manufacture of 
e and rope, and of teased fibre, under 
ity 404 Free 
Rope, disused, for ‘use in “the manufacture ‘of 
wrdage and rope, and of — _ pagers 
ity ee Pe 404 Free 
Drugs, Ch nee , and WwW, stot 
AP.L. serum derivative in any form ., oes 285 (B) Free 
Quinizarin compound in powder form, im rted 
100 gm. and 250 gm. bottles, consisting of 
arin di-sulphonate compounded with starch | | 281 (L) (1) Free 
~ B, Solganal-B Oleosum, in any form ... 285 (B) Free 
Senaas, ships, for use = the ate ° 
x under securit; ty es 404 Free 








EXTENSION OF INTERMEDIATE TARIFF 
TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


The Board of Trade have received copies of Proclamations 
. 571—574* published in the Commonwealth Gazette on 
th February 1943, providing for the extension of the benefits 
the Intermediate Tariff, in so far as it is operative to goods 
produce or manufacture of the United States of America, 
of concessional rates of Primage Duty applicable to goods 
countries to which the Intermediate Tariff applies. The 
ions in question operate on and after 18th February 


British Guiana 
CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Customs 
ies (Amendment No. 3) Ordinance, 1942, dated 30th De- 
ber 1942, which provides for the following modifications in 
British Guiana Customs Tariff :— 





New Duties 


British 

Prefer- 

ential 
‘ariff 


Former Duties 


British 
Prefer- |General 
ential | Tariff 
Tariff 


$als ass «ajo. 





Item 
Yo, Article General 


Tariff 





io “she pork and mutton, pickled or 

















per barrel of 200 Ibs. | 0 50/2 00)0 50|2 00 
i Meee? Iron or Steel -— 
(a) Hoops and rewt.|}0 15/0 80/0 08/0 16 
(b Galvanised in , Bee, oF cheat, 
pluin or corrugated . percwt.|/0 50/1 00/0 25/0 50 
(c) Black in bars rods, sheets or plates, 
other than boiler plates perewt. | 0 30/0 60/0 15) 0 30 
(d) Nails and spikes, other than horse- 
shoe nails... ie percwt.|}0 25|0 50}0 12|0 24 
(e) Bolts, nuts, washers and chains ' 
percwt.|0 40/0 80/0 20/0 40 





Note —The wording in italics represents an addition to the Tariff. 
Subject to special preference in accordance with the Canada-West Indies 
Agreement, 1925. 


Montserrat 
REDUCTION OF DUTY ON MOTOR SPIRIT 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of S. R. & O. No. 10 

1942, which provides for the reduction of duty on motor spirits 

benzine, benzoline, gasolene, naphtha and petrol 

generally (Item 66 (g) in the Montserrat Customs Tariff) 

Is, per gallon to 8d. per gallon. The preferential rate of 
Temains at 8d. per gallon. 
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Cyprus 
CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Customs 
(Amendment) Law, 1942, dated 27th October 1942, which 
provides for the following modifications in tne Cyprus Customs 
Tariff :— 





Tariff Article 























Tteni Former Duties New Duties 
No. 
British | General | British | General 
Preferen-| Tariff | Preferen-| Tariff 
by Tariff ‘ yz Tariff . 
8. Dp. 8. Pp. 8. Pp. 8. D. 
72 | Matches— 
(a) for every gross of boxes of 
matches not exceeding 10,000 
matches 06 6;0 8 8;/O1L 44011 4 
(bd) for every gross of boxes ‘ot 
matches exceeding 10,000 
matchesandsoonin proportion|0 6 6/0 8 8/011 43011 4} 
dy 1 ON 
a) c and cigarettes 
2 roke}1 6 4/111 1/115 0/2 00 
(6) manufactured peroke|/018 1/1 11/1 7 9/110 0 
(c) snuff sos peroke}0 8 3/010 0;0 8 3/010 0 
(d) Tumbeki ... peroke| 011 6/013 6/011 6/013 6 
(e)unmanufactured peroke|/0 40/0 5 01;0 40/0 50 
° 
Chile 


REDUCTION IN DUTY ON HEMP AND JUTE BAGS 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in the 
“Board of Trade Journal” of 7th September 1942 (page 413), 
H.M. Ambassador at Santiago reports that by Decree No. 506 
dated 5th February 1943, the Chilean Government has extended 
for a further period of one year from that date, the regulation 
prescribing jute and hemp bags imported into Chile for the 
mining industry as articles of prime necessity. The import 
duty on these goods is maintained at the reduced rate. 


Mexico 
INCOME TAX LAW 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in the 
** Board of Trade Journal” of 23rd May 1942 (page 265) H.M. 
Minister at Mexico City has forwarded translation of a Decree 
dated 20th January 1943, and published in the “ Diario Oficial” 
of 22nd January, which amends various articles of the Income 
Tax Law and its Regulations. 

Considerable increases have been made under Schedules I, 
II and III in the taxation of the net earnings of companies, in 
interest on bonds and dividends, and in income derived frgm 
concessions granted for exploitation purposes. Concerns con- 
tributing under Schedule I are not only taxed on their profits 
but dividends paid to shareholders are also taxed. Holding 
companies are taxed on their own earnings and also on those of 
their subsidiaries. 

A copy of the Law and Regulations together with the amend- 
ments referred to above, may be seen by persons interested at 
the Department of Overseas Trade, Hawkins House, — 
Square, London, S8.W.1. 





Trade and Industry 


Brazil 
SUGAR PRODUCTION AND EXPORT 


The first official estimate for this season places Brazilian sugar 
production (all types) at 21,557,000 bags as compared with an 
authorised production of 19,029,910 bags, the difference being 
due mainly -to an expected increase in the southern zone, par- 
ticularly in the States of Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo and Minas 
Geraes. 

Sugar exports coastwise and abroad for the year ended August 
last totalled 6,465,106 bags valued at 370,710,549 Cr. dollars, 
of which 579,055 bags valued at 33,722,399 Cr. dollars were 
destined abroad, as follows: Uruguay, 234,555 bags; Switzer- 
land, 117,734 bags; Spain, 100,000 bags; Great Britain, 84,766 
bags; Eire, 30,000 bags, and Portugal, 12,000 bags. - 





British Guiana 
PRINCIPAL EXPORTS IN 1942 


Figures recently published in the British Guiana ‘‘ Commercial 
Review ” show the value of the chief exports during the past 
two years, as under :— 














Commodity 1942 1941 

dols. dols. 
Balata 444,925 322,608 
Charcoal ... 51,352 67,211 
Hides 7,091 6,681 

Lime juice 3,573 — 
Lime oil ... 53,040 37,558 
Matches ... sa eA bed os 17,556 43,955 
Molasses ... — as as races 213,700 306,269 
Plantains ee ae soa 9.242 24,909 
Rice ile 1,828,650 583,736 
Rum, cured proof ith olin 58,161 28,633 
Rum, O. prf._... ‘ee a an 528,308 751,054 
Shingles ... ‘ bee _— som 5,531 7,158 
Sugar... ae = 7,288,697 8,253,720 
Timber, round and hewn 46,270 151,111 
Timber, sawn sad: lel onl 89,558 105,471 
Woods (firewood and Wallaba) me 15,240 29,034 

s 





British India 
CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 


The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 

Madras, 13th March. The sowing of paddy and dry crops is 
proceeding. Crops are unchanged. 

Bihar, 13th March. Crops are fair. The crushing of sugarcane 
and harvesting of rabi crops are going on. 

Orissa, 22nd March. Rabi harvesting is finished. Wheat, 
linseed and sugarcane have been harvested. 

Punjab, 22nd March. Crops are average to above average in 
irrigated and below average in unirrigated areas. 

Assam, 29th March. The harvesting of cotton continues ; the 
out-turn is poor.. Lac is good.—T'rade Commissioner for India in 
London. 


Mexico 
ECONOMIC AND TRADE CONDITIONS 


Developments affecting Mexican business in the last weeks of 
1942 were marked by the conclusion of a reciprocal Trade 
Agreement with the United States. Numerous tariff concessions 
granted by each Government, actual reduction of some duties 
and assurance respecting others, are expected to enliven the 
co-ordinated war effort in the two countries and also to provide 
a basis for the expansion of their trade after the war. 

Trends of business reported in December were generally 
gratifying. The “ mild prosperity ” noted as having continued 
in recent months reflected especially the stimulation of produc- 
tive activity, particularly in mining, to help meet the require- 
ments of America’s war industries. Other favourable factors 
mentioned in business comment were attributed to agricultural 
yields in 1942 that exceeded recent average amounts. Although 
the harvest of wheat was the largest in more than a decade, it is 
not expected fully to meet the national requirement. Theincrease 
in agricultural production reported last year was recognised as 
the result both of unusually favourable climatic conditions and 
of intensified activity in several branches of farming. 


ExpanpinG TEXTILE PRODUCTION 


Domestic manufacturing of textiles has provided a market 
for most of the country’s increased output of cottom. Official 
estimates show a 1942 crop of 438,000 bales, a peak figure 
18 per cent. greater than the preceding harvest. The indicated 
mill consumption last year reached 370,000 bales as compared 
with 263,000 bales in 1941. Exports of the product during the 
season ended 3lst July 1942, totalled only 25,000 bales, with 
the carry-over then shown amounting to 65,000 bales. The 
growth of the country’s textile production during the war 
period reflects both the replacement of imported types of goods, 
some now scarce or unobtainable and the newer opportunities 
for expanding the sale of Mexican products in neighbouring 
countries. 


Risk or Commopiry PRICES 


The rise of commodity prices apparently was more rapid last 
year than in 1941. Reported results of an investigation of retail 
prices of staple foodstuffs—corn, beans, lard, meat, sugar, etc., in 
Mexico City showed a general advance of 40 per cent. during 1942. 
Prices of clothing and similar supplies rose much less sharply. 
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Residential rents in December, however, were shown to have 
increased more broadly than the other major groups of living 
costs, promptly manifesting effects of the relative scarcity of 
housing, in turn due, it is considered, to the abnormally high 
prices of building materials. 


Forrtan TRADE 


The principal development during the first half of 1942 perhaps 
was the rise of 60 per cent. in the value of exports. The total 
for the period was 521 million pesos as compared with 326 million 
pesos in the corresponding period of 1941. (The pesos is cur. 
rently valued at 20-7 cents.). Imports, at 409 million pesos, 
only slightly exceeded the earlier amount. The resulting export 
balance of 112 million pesos for the January-June period of 
1942 contrasts with an import balance of 77 million pesos a year 
earlier. The value of exports was regularly greater than the 
import figure before the war, but the excess showed a downward 
trend.—Guaranty Trust Company of New York. 
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Statutory Notice 


Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 to 1942 


PROCEEDINGS UNDER SECTION 24 
Licences of Right 
The following Patents were indorsed “ Licences of Right” on 
29th March 1943. 
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No. ; 
of Grantee Subject Matter 
Patent of 
hi 
516570 | Duple Bodies & Motors | Locking devices for sliding doors. § yw, 
Ltd. & anr. G 
527923 | Jones, Stroud & Co. | Improved packet of braid or the & a¢ 
Ltd. & anr. like. de 
529016 | Shippen, T. A. ..- | Burial vaults. We 
545234 | Wingfoot Corporation | Wrapper for foodstuffs. 
The Patent Office. M. F. Linpiey, 





Comptroller-General. 
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Publications Received 


Journal of the Anglo-Egyptian Chamber of Commerce, Vol. 3, 
No. 1, February 1943. 






















































































Vickers Limited : Statement of Accounts for the Year endally sta 
31st December 1942. iy 
British Guiana Commercial Review, Vol. XXV, No.’ 12,8 an 
December 1942. Published by the Chamber of Commerce of the J cor 
City of Georgetown, South America. = inc 
A publication devoted to the trade, industry and well-beim lab 
of British Guiana and the West Indies. - 
The Journal of the Textile Institute, Vol. XXXIV, No.38 1 
March 1943. Published by the Textile Institute, St. Maryif enc 
Parsonage, Manchester. om 
Official Journal for Communications (Transactions) releasel Ma 
for publication by the British Cotton Industry Research Associ 4nq 
tion (including its Rayon and Silk Sections), the Wool Industrie] dep 
Research Association, the Linen Industry Research Associating] of y 
and the Technological Laboratory of the Indian Central Cotto Assi 
Committee. Me 
Refuge Assurance Company Limited: Annual Report an dep. 
Statement of Accounts for the Year 1942. Whi 
Statistical Summary of the Bank of England, February 1943. - 
cont 
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10th Apzil 1943 
COMPANY MEETING 


Associated Electrical Industries 


SIR FELIX POLE’S VIEWS 


The Forty-third Annual General Meeting of Associated Electrical 
Industries Limited was held on 2nd April at Crown House, Aldwych, 

london, W.C. md ' 

Sir Felix J. C. Pole, the chairman, said: Those of you who may 
have had time to study the accounts will doubtless have noted with 
pleasure the strength of the balance-sheet, and particularly the 
consolidated balance-sheet, now before you. 

If you will turn to the profit and loss account you will see that 
after providing for taxation the profit for the year was £686,527, 
compared with £681,536 for the previous year, an increase of £4,991. 
After charging £233,707, against £263,296, for depreciation of plant, 
etc., the net profit was £452,820, an increase of £34,580. This pro- 
vision for depreciation is in respect of the Metropolitan-Vickers 
Electrical Company only. Depreciation provided by all the com- 

ies in the associated group totalled £533,118. To the net profit 
of £452,820 has to be added £285,314, being the balance brought 
forward from the previous year, making a total amount to be dealt 
with of £738,134. 


DIvIDEND OF 10 PER CENT. 

After providing for dividends on Preference stock, £52,306, there 
remains £535,828, and your directors recommend a dividend on the 
Ordinary stock of 10 per cent. per annum, less tax, leaving a balance 
to be carried forward of £289,736, as compared with £285,314 brought 
in from the previous year. 

As usual, we have published a consolidated balance sheet showing 
the position of the associated group of companies as a single unit. I 
would again direct your attention to the strength of the group as 
demonstrated by the reserves and profit and loss accounts, which 
items have increased by £471,586 to £4,427,754, a total which repre- 
sents 90 per cent. of our ordinary capital. 

In present circumstances it is not permissible to give particulars 
of the company’s activities, but I may say that all previous records 
have been beaten by last year’s orders received and the output of our 
works, We have responded wholeheartedly to the demands of the 
Government for increased production. Indeed, we have been 
actively engaged for a good many years past in assisting the country’s 
defence programme and to-day our works are entirely occupied on 
work for the furtherance of the war effort. 

The knowledge and skill of the company’s engineers have been in 
constant demand in devising or improving specialised articles and we 
have been gratified to receive many commendations from Govern- 
ment Departments. 

On the manufacturing side great skill has been displayed in expand- 
ing and improving factory accommodation and in securing the highest 
degree of workshop efficiency and the most speedy flow of output. 
This could not have been achieved without the goodwill and effort of 
our workpeuple and staff, and I am very glad to place this pleasant 
fact on record. 


No Lasovur DispurTss 

Your company has always striven to maintain a sympathetic under- 
standing with its employees. Machinery that has existed at Trafford 
Park for more than twenty-five years for discussion of problems and 
te enable close contact to be maintained between the management 
and ail classes of employees has been thoroughly tested under war 
conditions. I am glad to say that, notwithstanding the difficulties 
¥ incidental to vast augmentation of personnel by dilution of skilled 
labour and the employment of women, our works and staff committees 
have continued to function most satisfactorily and no labour disputes 
worth mentioning have arisen. 

The contributions to the National Savings Scheme—which we 
encouraged by supplying a percentage of gift certificates to be 
balloted for half-yearly—continue to grow, and to date Metropolitan. 
Vickers employees alone have invested nearly £200,000 in War 
Savings Certificates, etc. The number of employees in the fighting 
and other services has increased, as also have our allowances to the 
dependants of employees who are serving with the Forces. Comforts 
of various kinds for those on active service are supplied by the War 
Assistance Fund. 

From what I have said in past years, the stockholders will be aware 
ofthe great value which we attach to our research and engineering 
departments. We cannot hope to maintain the foremost position 
Which we now occupy in the electrical engineering field without 
expending adequately to maintain, and indeed considerably to extend, 
research, development, and engineering generally—and we intend to 
continue this policy. Our research facilities and personnel are of a 
high order. 

Tae Forure 

When the war is over I feel satisfied that, no matter whether there 
isto be (as I hope) a planned organisation of industry or whether (as 
Thope we shall not) we revert to highly wasteful competitve condi- 
tions nationally and internationally, the Associated Electrical 

Ties group of companies will not be found wanting. The war 
has shown that the manufacturing industry can produce to meet 
Maximum demands. The great post-war problems relate to distribu- 
tio and consumption. If we can, by national and/or international 
‘ction, find ways and means of preventing that kind of world suffer- 
ing, so aptly described as production wealth and consumption 
Poverty, all will be well. This problem is being discussed on both 
tides of the Atlantic and, in my opinion, all suggested solutions 

be most sympathetically studied, even though it may be 
dificult for those whd have been brought up in the old school of 
Plitical economy to appreciate how at least some of them can be 
Made to function. ; 

The report and accounts were unanimously adopted and the formal 
business was duly transacted. 
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THE CHARTERED BANK 
OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA 
AND CHINA 


Incorporated by Royal Charter 1853 


CAPITAL (PAID UP) - - £3,000,000 
RESERVE FUND - - - £3,000,000 


Agencies and Branches 
in INDIA and the EAST 


Affiliated Bank in INDIA 
THE ALLAHABAD BANK LTD. 











The Bank offers a complete Overseas 
Banking Service and provides exceptional 
facilities for financing every description of 
trade with the East. . 


Deposits for Fixed Periods or repayable at 
call or at short notice are received at rates 
which may be ascertained on application. 


The Bank also undertakes Trusteeships and 
Executorships. 


HEAD OFFICE: 


38, BISHOPSGATE, LONDON, E.C.2 


WEST END BRANCH: 
28 Charles II St., Haymarket, S.W.1. 


Manchester Branch : 52 Mosley Street 
New York Agency: 65 Broadway, New York City 


















































COMPANY MEETING 


VICKERS LIMITED 


The Seventy-sixth Annual General Meeting of Vickers Limited was held 
on April 2nd at Vickers House, Broadway, Westminster, London. Mr. A. A. 
Jamieson (the Chairman of the Company) presided. 

In his statement, which was circulated to the Stockholders with the Report 
and Accounts, the Chairman said :— 

During 1942, Sir Charles Craven resumed his duties as Chairman and Manag- 
ing Director of Vickers-Armstrongs Limited and of English Steel Corporation 
Limited. Subsequently it was arranged that his services should be placed at 
the disposal of the Minister of Production on a part time and advisory basis, 
but he will also carry on his work here, 

There are some features in the balance sheet before Stockholders which call 
for explanation. Vickers have sold certain quoted shares and the remaining 
holdings under this heading now stand at a nominal figure. The market value 
of these holdings at 31st December was approximately £143,176. In the balance 
sheet of Vickers-Armstrongs under the sub-heading ‘‘ Other Companies— 
Shares, at cost, less reserve’ there is a reduction from £462,285 in 1941 to 
£238,647 in 1942. The reason for this is that Vickers-Armstrongs have taken 
over the assets and liabilities of three of their wholly owned subsidiary com- 
panies, viz.: The Whitehead Torpedo Co, Limited, The Thames Ammunition 
Works Limited and The Variable Speed Gear Limited, ‘he assets and liabili- 
ties taken over are now included in the Vickers-Armstrongs’ balance sheet 
under the appropriate headings. It was felt that no useful purpose was served 
by continuing to operate these wholly owned subsidiaries as separate com- 

nies. 

Pathe increase of £15,883,601 in the figures of Stocks, Work-in-Progress and 
Debtors of Vickers-Armstrongs reflects the expanding production of that 
Company. The consequent drain upon our cash resources, after allowing for 
the increase in instalments on account of Contracts of £8,491,294 is exemplified 
by the reduction in cash balances and the longer advances which we have been 
called upon to make to Vickers-Armstrongs, the indebted of that Company 
amounting to £8,517,007 as against £6,395,155 in 1941. 

All known taxation has been provided for and all taxation due haé been paid. 

The accounts indicate that 1942 was a year of expanding production and our 
energies were fully employed in producing all forms of material for the supply 
departments. Our shipyards have made deliveries of every class of warship 
and merchant ship required of us. Our aviation works have delivered an 
increasing number of Spitfires and Wellingtons, The constant development of 
these aircraft, in order that they might retain their position as the finest of 
their class, has occupied the attention of the technical departments con- 
cerned ; in addition the development of new types has continued. Our engi- 
neering works have expanded their production of armaments of every descrip- 
tion and have kept pace with the ever-changing requirements. The dem 
upon the Capacity of the English Steel Corporation have been intensive. 
The Corporation has delivered an increased supply both of steel and of machined 
products. They have also given much technical information to other Companies. 

Support has been given to the War Savings Campaign and it may be of 
interest to Stockholders to know that the total amount subscribed through 
Savings Groups within this organisation from theirinception till 31st December 
1942 is £2,083,000. 

The Report and Accounts were unanimously adopted and the Final Divi- 
dend of 6 per cent. approved. 


[Although the reports on this page are published as advertisements 
care has been taken to ensure, in so far as is possible, that they are 
fair and accurate.) 
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Chief Office: Oxford 





Total Income for the year, £14,285,019. 





Branch. 


the ensuing year. 


REFUGE 


Assurance Company Limited. 


Summary of Directors’ Report for the year ended 31st December, 1942. 


Total Assets at end of the year, £81,441 ,037. 


Total Claims Paid in the year, £7,448,627. The Company has paid £147,917,102, 
in claims since its establishment. 


The Total Assurances existing on December 31st, 1942 amounted to £85,010,818 
in the Ordinary Branch and £129,074,681 in the Industrial 


Ordinary Branch: Bonus of £1 per cent. for 1939, 1940, 1941 and 1942 declared 
on participating policies which become claims during 


Street, Manchester, 1. 


Surplus carried forward is £2,440,925. 








Industrial Branch : £436,227 Profits allocated to Policyholders. 


J. WILCOCK HOLGATE, Chairman. 
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Make 
contact now ! 





Australasia*is establishing vast new industries 
and developing the old. 


Australia’s largest and oldest bank can introduce 
you to this rapidly growing market. Enquiries are 


invited. 
BANK OF 
NEW SOUTH WALES 


Established 1817 
Incorporated imNew South, Wales with Limited Liability 


LONDON OFFICES : 


29 Threadneedle St., E.C.2 
47 Berkeley Square, W.| 











You can use at once with immediate profit 
in your business the new but proved plans and methods fot 
increasing output, handling to-day’s labour problems, cutting 
costs and reducing expenses, running the office efficiently with 
less staff, maintaining turnover and profits, etc., which are 80 
successfully meeting to-day’s difficult conditions. They come 
to you every month, in complete and clear working detail,’ 
illustrated with charts and diagrams, in “‘ Bustness—the Journal 
of Management and Production.” Send 18. 8d. for the current 
issue, or 20s. for a year’s subscription to Business PuBLica- 
TIons, Derr. T4, WHITEFRIARS Hovusz, TALiis STREET, 


*, 








Lonpon, E.C.4. 
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